
THE UNIVERSITY OF THEWEST INDIES ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

TORONTO CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2017 
Greetings to fellow alumni and friends 

Spring arrived early this year on March 20, 2017 and here we are again springing into 

action.  On behalf of the UWI Alumni Association (UWIAA) Michael and Ferdinand the 

co-chairs and the executive committee welcome all of you to our annual UWIAA 

luncheon to be held on May 28, 2017 at our usual venue the 

Toronto Airport West Hotel 

2017 LUNCHEON  

The luncheon will take place on Sunday May 28, 2017 at the Toronto Airport West Hotel 

at 5444 Dixie Road, Mississauga Ontario L4W 2C2.  The venue is just south of the 

401/Dixie intersection.  Tickets were sent out to you by mail with an instruction to visit 

the UWI alumni online site. 

The price per ticket will be $55.00 which represents an increase of $5.00 from previous 

luncheons.  The increase became necessary noting that for the past 4 years we have 

experienced a decrease in attendance and in donations and further noting that the cost of 

hosting the function at the same venue has increased. 

If you wish to make a contribution to the UWIAA as a donation please do so and we 

appreciate your generosity.  The UWI will provide tax receipts for donation(s) of $10.00 

or more. 

The remittance for the ticket(s) plus your voluntary donation(s) should be sent to 

Deighton Hutchinson at 211 Jefferson Forest Drive, Richmond Hill Ontario L4E 4K2. 

Please make your cheque payable to the UWI Alumni Association.  Ensure that your 

cheque for ticket(s) and donation(s) are sent to Deighton Hutchinson by May 15, 2017 to 

allow the post office a few days for the mail to reach the address in Richmond Hill and 

also to allow us to notify the hotel by May 22, 2017 of the number of guaranteed guests 

for catering purposes. 

LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER : The keynote speaker will be Haynesley Benn, 

Consul General of the Barbados in Toronto.  He is a former member of agriculture and 

Minister of Commerce and Trade. 



 

ENTERTAINMENT: Letna Allen Rowe, a Jamaican performer and singer will be 

providing her repertoire of humour.  She was diagnosed with breast cancer on December 

6, 2011.  She survived it and is now giving back through her annual cancer care 

fundraiser brunch.  Proceeds from the brunch gala go to the Centenary Hospital.  She also 

gives back to the Jamaica Cancer Society. She is an actress and plays “Mrs. Bonavich” in 

the Marcia Brown Production of “I need to know my Father”.  She continues to entertain 

at banquets, parties, anniversaries and other events.  We are pleased to have her perform 

for us for the first time. 

REMINDER: Parking at the hotel is free if you register your licence plate number with 

the receptionist at the hotel`s front desk. 

We will be having our usual raffle to raise funds.  Last year we made $265.00 from the 

raffle.  So we expect you to join us again to raise funds from the raffle. 

Special thanks go to Committee members Deighton Hutchinson, Sheila De Gannes and 

Jean Forde in assisting to prepare this event.   

See you on Sunday May 28, 2017 and as usual we look forward to 

having a great time! 

FYI: UWI Alumni Association (Toronto) Luncheon May 29, 2016 

RECEIPTS 

Ticket Sales                                                        3,200.00 

Donations                                                           2,500.00 

Raffle Proceeds                                                     265.00 

5965.00 

EXPENSES 

Scholarships to UWI                                        3,500.00 

Cost of Lunch                                                     3,216.26 

Entertainment                                                       300.00 



Printing & Postage                                                   76.88 

7,093.14        

Excess of expenses over receipts      1,128.14 

 

2017 CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (CEC):  

The Central Executive Committee of UWIAA Presidents met by teleconference on 

Friday 24 March 2017.  Representatives of 17 UWIAA participated in this meeting. Sir 

George Alleyne opened the meeting by welcoming the participants and stated that this 

would be his last attendance as Chancellor. He has served in this position since 2003 and 

would demit office later this year.  Sir George then went on to discuss the relationship 

between the university and its alumni and suggested that there needed to be a deeper 

dialogue between the University, as an institution and alumni as a partner so that a strong 

symbiotic relationship is formed and nurtured. 

The next matter discussed was the 70th anniversary of the university that will be 

celebrated in 2018. A Central Organising Committee will be formed and through it a 

number of activities will be identified and undertaken. These include religious services, 

sporting activities; gatherings of graduates, academic lectures and seminars and of course 

many, many parties.  Truly this will be a year to be remembered.  

Fund raising is not forgotten and it is intended to launch a Global Giving Program to 

spearhead the fundraising activities for the university as a whole.  

NEW CHANCELLOR: Sir George Alleyne’s successor was named at the council 

meeting to be held in April 2017. He is Robert Bermudez, a Trinidadian businessman.  

OBITUARIES 

We mourn the loss of Leon Malonne Johnson who passed away on September 1, 2017.  

He was a faithful UWIAA who attended all of our luncheons. 

In St. Lucia we mourn the loss of 2 outstanding UWIAA, Sir Dwight Venner and Derek 

Walcott.  Sir Dwight Venner, UWI Open Campus Council Chairman and a former 

Governor of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank died on December 20, 2016.   He was a 

Lecturer in Economics at the UWI from 1974 – 1981. 



Derek Walcott-St Lucia`s Nobel Laureate died on March 17, 2017.  He won the Noble 

Prize for Literature in 1992.  He was an alumnus of the UWI. 

 

The UWI 8th ANNUAL TORONTO BENEFIT GALA 

The 8th annual UWI Toronto Benefit Gala was held at the Ritz Carlton Hotel on April 1, 

2017.  Some members of the UWIAA Toronoto and the Medical Alumni (UWIMAA 

Toronto) supported the fundraising event.  The gala committee is chaired by Ms. 

Elizabeth Buchanan Hind, Executive Director, Institutional Advancement Division (IAD) 

in Jamaica. The co-patrons for the gala are Donette Chin – Loy Chang and the G. 

Raymond Chang family. The gala honourary co-chairs are Dr. Herbert Ho Ping Kong, 

Donna Walwyn and Bruce Bowen. The Bank of Nova Scotia continues to be the lead 

Chair for the 8th consecutive year. 

The G. Raymond Chang Award went to Senator Murray Sinclair who was the first 

Aboriginal judge appointed in Manitoba and the second one in Canada.  He served as a 

co-chair of the Aboriginal Justice inquiry in Manitoba and as the Chief Commissioner of 

the Truth & Reconciliation Commission.  He has received Honourary Doctorates from 8 

Canadian Universities.  He was appointed to the Senate on April 2, 2016. 

The Luminary Award was given to Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu.  He was the 

first Black Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa.  He became the Secretary General of 

the South African Council of Churches.  He led the fight to oppose apartheid.  He 

received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984.  After the fall of apartheid he was appointed by 

the late President Mandela to the Truth & Reconciliation Commission.  He received an 

honourary degree from the UWI in 1986.  His daughter, Mpho Tutu who is an ordained 

Episcopal priest accepted the award on behalf of her father. 

The Chancellor’s Award went to Grace Kennedy a company which was established in 

Jamaica on February 14, 1922 to carry on business in general mercantile, shipping and 

insurance.  Today it is one of the Caribbean’s largest groups of companies with over 2, 

500 employees. 

The Grace Kennedy Foundation was established in 1982 and focusses on giving 

assistance in education and protecting the environment.  The foundation gives annual 

scholarships and bursaries to students. The Foundation also contributes and is involved in 

a Management and Environmental Management Program at the UWI. Dr. Mary Anne 



Chambers, Chair of Grace Kennedy, Ontario accepted the award on behalf of Grace 

Kennedy Ltd. 

The first Vice Chancellor‘s Award went to Professor the Honourable Renn Holness, OJ.  

He is a UWI Mona graduate and the recipient of the Honourary Degree of Science 

(D.Sc.) from the UWI.  He was selected by the Canadian Neurological Society (CNCS) 

to receive the Charles Drake Medal, its Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of 

his outstanding career and contribution to neurosurgery. He served as Professor and Head 

of the Department of Neurosurgery at Dalhousie University from 1987 – 1994. He was 

President of the Canadian Neurological Society.  Presently he is serving as Professor and 

Examiner in Neurosurgery in the Department of Medicine (UWI) neurosurgery.  He 

teaches surgical residents and medical students at the Cornwall Regional Hospital in 

Montego Bay. 

The second Vice Chancellor’s Award went to Dr. Vivian Rambihar.  He is an adjunct 

Assistant Professor in Medicine at the University of Toronto.  He is a globally renowned 

cardiologist involved in the teaching, research and practice of medicine for the past 35 

years. He was born in Guyana.  He studied medicine at McMaster University.  He has 

publications and letters in prestigious medical journals and given lectures at the 

University College London and Cambridge University.  He has written a landmark 50th 

Anniversary Educational for the American Heart Journal on Race, Ethnicity and Health. 

He is the recipient of the 2016 The Fellowship of the Canadian Cardiovascular Society’s 

highest award.  He is married and has 3 daughters who are all medical doctors. 

The third Vice Chancellor’s award went to Ms. Kay McConney.  She was the youngest 

Consul General to be appointed by Barbados.  She became the Dean of the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) Consular Corps.  She served as a high level diplomat at the 

United Nations (UN) in Geneva, Switzerland and as a trade negotiator at the World Trade 

organisation (WTO). 

She was awarded in 2016 for her leadership by Barbados through the Youth 

Entrepreneurship Scheme (YES).  She is head of the Executive Minds, a company she 

founded in 2009.  The Executive Minds (TEM) specialises in training, coaching and 

consulting for leaders, executives and professionals. The Barbadian community in 

Canada has awarded her for her leadership in establishing their premier event that funds 

educational scholarships and sponsors health care initiatives that benefit Barbados and 

the Caribbean. 



The fourth Vice Chancellor’s award went to Mr. Wayne Purboo, philanthropist.  He is the 

president, CEO and co-founder of Quickplay.  This company under his guidance has 

developed award winning technologies and has made partnerships with market leading 

content providers, video service providers, handset manufacturers and mobile service 

operators. Prior to founding Quickplay, Wayne was Chief Technology Officer for Select 

Technology Group.   That company was acquired by Amdocs and Wayne was appointed 

the role of Vice President of strategy.  Wayne is on the Advisory Board of Virgin Unite 

which is developing new approaches to social and environmental issues.   He is also 

active on the Boards of GlassBox, Artscape, Cellwand and the Toronto International Film 

Festival. He has been recognized as a Sick Kids’ Leader by Sick Children’s Hospital as 

one of Canada’s “Top 40 Under 40” by Caldwell Partners.  He holds a Bachelor of 

Computer Sciences degree from McMaster University. 

 

The fifth Vice Chancellor’s award went to the Honourable Mr. Justice Michael Tulloch.  

He is a judge on the Ontario Court of Appeal.   He was appointed in 2012 following nine 

years on the Superior Court of Justice where he was appointed in 2003 in the Central 

West Region of Ontario and was chambered in Brampton. 

He was appointed in April 2016 by the Ontario Government as an Independent Reviewer 

to conduct an independent review of Civilian Oversight Policing in Ontario.  That review 

has just been released.  It proposed that a report be filed every time there is a police 

shooting or bullet fired, the collecting of demographic data including that of race and 

religion, the release of all SIU reports and that they be automatically released any time an 

officer is cleared of any wrongdoing. 

He is a graduate of the York University Osgoode Hall Law School.  He was called to the 

Bar in 1991.   He was subsequently appointed an Assistant Crown Attorney and worked 

both in Peel and Toronto.  He entered into Criminal Law in 1995.  He was called to the 

Bench in 2003.   He has participated in several commissions including The Ontario 

Government Review on Civilian Oversight on Policing, The Review of the Ontario Legal 

Aid Plan and the Criminal Code Review.  He has been a seasonal lecturer and academic 

fellow at York University as well as Ryerson University. 

 

The gala continues to grow and get better every year.  This year it was sold out months 

ahead.  About 450 guests attended.   34 well deserving students across the Caribbean 

received scholarships for the year 2016/2017 to attend the UWI. 



Since the inaugural gala in 2010, 260 scholarships have been awarded to outstanding 

academic students in dire financial need across the region.  Jezeel Martin one of the UWI 

Gala scholarship recipients and UWI law graduate who spoke at the gala thanked the 

benefactors for their generous contributions and  related his personal story of using 

education to overcome adversity.   He expressed gratitude for the other scholarship 

students whose lives and futures have been profoundly impacted.  He stated that the 

scholarship allowed him to complete his law degree and to join one of Jamaica’s largest 

law firms, Myers, Fletcher & Gordon. 

A special presentation was made to Sir George Alleyne, Chancellor of the UWI who is 

retiring in April 2017.  At the last graduation ceremony he presided at the Mona campus 

in November 2016 Sir George remarked that he has made more than 74, 000 handshakes 

of graduates over his 13 year tenure. 

Once again the gala continues to be one of the most talked about and successful social 

events on the Toronto calendar.  It showcases the achievements of leaders in arts, finance, 

academia, law and members of the diplomatic circles.  It honours Canadian/Caribbean 

individuals and organisations as well as global citizens.  It is the largest fundraiser for the 

UWI in Canada and the world. This year’s gala raised a record of $520, 00.00 after 

expenses. High praise is to be given to the patrons, Donette Chin –Loy Chang and the G. 

Raymond Chang Family for their vision and for fulfilling the dreams of the 260 students 

over the years.  Their love and passion for the UWI continue to be strong.  We encourage 

the UWIAA members who can afford to attend the gala to do so and or to give a donation 

to keep the spirit of the light rising from the west. 

 

Fellow Pelicans, thanks for your continued support of the UWIAA 

Toronto Chapter and for your service and dedication to the 

University! 

 

“One UWI, One Alumni Family” 


