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Cuba was one of the very few countries that
successfully developed a COVID-19 vaccine
during the recent pandemic. This did not come
out of the blue but was the result of a
four-decade-long strategic build-up of a large
bio-tech sector in Havana, on top of a health
system emphasising preventive medicine. What
development prospects does this hold for the
country? And what can other Caribbean
countries learn from the Cuban experience?
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Bert Hoffmann is Lead Researcher at the German Institute
for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Hamburg, and Head of the
GIGA Berlin Office. He is also a Professor of Political Science
at Freie Universitat Berlin and principal investigator in the
German-Latin American Centre of Infection and Epidemiology
Research and Training (GLACIER). Dr. Hoffmann is an Honorary
Fellow of SALISES. He has published widely on Latin American
and Caribbean affairs and has followed closely the political,
social and economic developments in Cuba over the past 30 years.
For a more complete profile, please visit:
http://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/team/hoffmann.
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